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Graduate School Timeline 

Finding the right graduate program takes planning! Experts suggest that you should start thinking about the admission 
process earlier than you probably think. To give yourself enough time, you’ll want to start at least a year before you go. 
Here is a suggested timeline for completing the steps required by most schools for admission to graduate study. Keep in 
mind that you may not be able to adhere to this timetable if your application deadlines are very early, as is the case with 
medical schools, or if you decide to attend graduate school at the last minute. 
 

Junior Year: Fall and Spring 
• Determine your area of interest and whether you prefer an academic or professional based program. 
• 



 

 

Career 
Center 

Senior Year: November/December 
• Send in your applications. Most schools' deadlines range from mid-November through early February. Again, 

sending in an application three to four weeks before it is due will help you avoid mishaps. If you are applying 
online, make sure to complete your application before signing out/logging off. Whether you mail or submit your 


